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There is a wider choice of readings for this Sunday than is usual because, in 

addition to the usual readings, there are some optional short readings designed 

for Mother’s Day.  Looking through these, the following short reading caught my 

eye.  It takes place after the Roman soldiers have taken Jesus and nailed him 

to the cross and cast lots for his clothes. 

John 19:25-27 

Meanwhile, standing near the cross of Jesus were his mother, and his mother’s 

sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. When Jesus saw his 

mother and the disciple whom he loved standing beside her, he said to his 

mother, ‘Woman, here is your son.’ Then he said to the disciple, ‘Here is your 

mother.’ And from that hour the disciple took her into his own home. 

The account then moves on to describe the death of Jesus. 

The point that struck me about this is that, in the middle of this tremendous 

theological drama with the son of God dying for our sins, suddenly the focus 

shifts on to Jesus the man and his concern for the wellbeing of his mother.  The 

passage brings home to us that Jesus was indeed both fully God and fully 

human. 

Jesus was in his early thirties when he died and probably only started his 

ministry at the age of thirty.  So for thirty years he was living life much as we 

do, facing similar challenges, similar temptations and similar times of joy.  

During the time he lived there would almost certainly have been one or more 

disease outbreaks that would have struck fear into his family, for such periodic 

epidemics have been the norm throughout history, until the advent of modern 

medicine.  We worship a God who really understands the challenges facing us, 

even in these extraordinary times. 

God of all hope we call on you today. 
We pray for those who are living in fear: 
Fear of illness, fear for loved ones, fear of other’s reactions to them. 
May your Spirit give us a sense of calmness and peace. 
 
We pray for your church in this time of uncertainty.  
For those needing to make decisions in order to care for others  
For those who will feel more isolated by not being able to attend.  
Grant us your wisdom.  

Holy God, we remember that you have promised that 
Nothing will separate us from your love – demonstrated to us in Jesus Christ. 
Help us turn our eyes, hearts and minds to you. Amen 


