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This Sunday is Palm Sunday, when we celebrate Jesus’s triumphal entry into 

Jerusalem, riding on a donkey amongst cheering crowds.  The mood of that 

day may contrast with the sad stories we read in the news each day at the 

moment, but emotions can often be a rollercoaster with moments of joy 

amongst sorrow.  Indeed, that week in Jerusalem two thousand years ago 

proved to be just such a rollercoaster, as the cheering crowds of Palm Sunday 

quickly turned into jeering crowds a few days later, culminating in the dreadful 

events of Good Friday. 

Our gospel reading for the day is Matthew 21: 1-11, but I’d encourage you to 

read on further as Matthew’s account of ‘holy week’ is full of Jesus’s teachings.  

The passage itself contains two references to Psalm 118 and this is our Old 

Testament reading for the day.  It contains the following two verses, which are 

quoted several times in the New Testament, including by Jesus later in 

Matthew 21: 

22 The stone the builders rejected has become the cornerstone; 
23 the Lord has done this, and it is marvellous in our eyes. 

After my grandfather died many years ago, his fine collection of tools passed to 
various family members.  There were various things no-one wanted, amongst 
them the pincers shown in the picture.  At the time I couldn’t see much use for 
them, but they have proved invaluable, particularly for fencing work.  It is so 
satisfying when something that initially appears useless becomes invaluable. 

Jesus uses this verse to foretell how non-Jews, regarded as inferior by the 
Jewish authorities, would become pivotal in the formation of the church and be 
welcomed into his kingdom.  St Paul (Acts 4: 10-17) uses the same verse to 
illustrate how Jesus was rejected at the end of holy week, suffering a death 
reserved for criminals, but nevertheless brings us salvation.  

We are living in strange times at present, when everything is changing.  Some 
people have found new roles in fighting the virus.  However, those of us who 
aren’t key workers need not feel useless.  The extra free time we have can be 
used for good in so many ways, not least by spending time in prayer; by doing 
this we really are the cornerstone of the church. 

Father God, we thank you for your many gifts to us, particularly the gift of time.  
Help us to use our time wisely, so that your church may grow stronger during 
this crisis, standing alongside all who are suffering. Amen 
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